
Edgewater Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors 
Minutes of Meeting September 17, 2014, Rockford Country Club, taken by Secretary Bill 
Simpson 
  
  
Present---John Beck, President;  Bill Simpson, Secretary;  Dick Berman, 
Treasurer;  Drew Williams, Webmaster;  Barb Berman;  Juanita Hickerson;  Mark 
Podemski;  Lucretia Ristin.  There was a quorum.  RPD Officer Eric Jones.  Guests:  B. 
J. Alexis, John Conley, Bob Genis, Jason Kadar, John Nelson, Denise Salazar, Jeff 
Shuga, Teri Shuga, Steve Showers, Kurt Von Kampen. 
  
1.       Meeting called to order at 5:38 p.m. by President John Beck. 
  
2.       General Neighborhood Comments---John Conley remarked on the removal of the 
public mailbox at the intersection of Cumberland Street and Cottage Grove Avenue. 
  
3.       Webmaster's Report---282 Facebook fans, 291 NextDoor.  Jason Kadar opened 
discussion of an app and social media having to do with the neighborhood.  John Beck 
commented on the sensationalizing of some incidents on NextDoor's Web site.  He said 
that, to his knowledge, there is no formal neighborhood watch in Edgewater. 
  
4.       Secretary's Report---Dick Berman moved acceptance;  Juanita Hickerson 
seconded;  approved. 
  
5.       Treasurer's Report---None.  In answer to a question, Dick Berman explained that 
the snow-plowing fund is kept separate from other moneys.  John Beck observed that 
the Association has come to require more money for general expenses than for snow-
plowing. 
  
6.         Alderman's Report---Alderman (and President) John Beck related that he has 
tried, with some success, to persuade residents whose alleys are being renovated 
to place garbage containers on the street for pickup. This is necessary because 
garbage trucks do most of the damage to alleys.  . . .  The new city engineer 
is increasing by $50,000 the allocation to Twelfth Ward maintenance.  (The ward is 
much more extensive than Edgewater;  it includes considerable territory east of the 
river.)  . . .   A great deal of enthusiasm was expressed for the Ziock/Amerock building's 
rehabilitation.  . . .  B. J. Alexis asked about the fate of the main public library at 215 
North Wyman Street.  Mark Podemski responded that it is undecided whether the library 
building will eventually be reopened or will be razed and replaced by a new building.  
  
7.       Community Services Report---Class A offenses in August, 5;  Class B offenses, 
3;    "Additional Department Activity," 2.  Bob Genis inquired whether the numbers are of 
calls to the police or formal reports by the police---the latter.  Officer Eric Jones stressed 
that Chief Chet Epperson maintains close supervision of parolees and probationers.  . . 
.  In response to John Nelson's question, it was said that the geographical police station 



for District 1 (including Edgewater) is more likely to be a new building at West State and 
Avon streets than the U.S. Bank building at North Church and Whitman 
streets.  Besides being too large for the purpose, Walker School is not far enough 
west.  . . .  Officer Jones judges that 12-hour shifts for the police are more efficient than 
10-hour.  With 10-hour shifts, an officer would have different partners and a different 
supervisor from week to week.  . . .  The matter of a neighborhood watch was raised 
again, this time by Bob Genis.  Officer Jones offered to provide a packet of materials on 
organizing one.   
  
8.       Newsletter---John Beck said that the next issue would best be published in mid-
November, well in advance of Luminaria and membership renewal dates.  Ideas for 
articles may be submitted to John or to Editor Juanita Hickerson. 
  
9.       Watering and Plant Committee---JJ Paris maintains plants all the way east on 
Auburn Street Bridge. 
  
10.      Other Business---A contribution of $100 to Auburn High School's Key Club was 
approved.  Juanita Hickerson so moved;  Lucretia Ristin seconded.  . . .  There will be a 
multicultural parade Sunday, September 21.  . . .  Denise Salazar wondered if parking 
space could be created at Oxford Park.  John Beck promised to look into that. 
  
  
Meeting adjourned at 7:14 p.m.  Next meeting:  Wednesday, October 15, 5:30 p.m., 
Rockford Country Club. 
 


